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186 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 

to furnish the goods as ordered. An almost identical contract was upheld in 
Gile v. Inter-State Motor Car Co., 27 N. D. 108, only on the ground that it 
had been adhered to by both parties during its stipulated term, and had there- 
fore become enforcible as a unilateral contract, whether or not it had been 
enforcible in its inception. See 12 Mich. L. Rev. 667. The necessary promise 
was implied in Chi. R. I. & G. Ry., v. Martin, (Tex.), 163 S. W. 313, dis- 
cussed in 12 Mich L. Rev. 694. 

Criminal Law — Espionage Act — Red Cross and Y. M. C. A. as Part 
of "Military or Naval Forces." — The Espionage Act (40 Stat. 210, C. 30) 
provides that "whoever, when the United States is at war, (1) shall wilfully 
make or convey false reports or false statements with intent to interfere with 
the operation or success of its enemies," etc., shall be guilty of an offense. 
Defendant was indicted for having said to numerous people while a "drive" 
was on to raise funds for the war work of the Red Cross and Y. M. C. A., 
"I am through contributing to your private grafts. There is too much graft 
in these subscriptions. No ; I do not believe in the work of the Y. M. C. A. 
or the Red Cross, for I think they are nothing but a bunch of grafters. No, sir, 
I can prove it. I won't give you a cent. The Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A, 
and the Red Cross is a bunch of grafters. Not over 10 or 15 per cent of the 
money collected goes to the soldiers or is used for the purpose for which it 
is collected. Who is the government? Who is running this war? A bunch 
of capitalists composed of the steel trust and munitions makers." On motion 
to squash, held that the indictment stated an offense under the Act. United 
States v. Nagler, (D. C. W. D. Wis., 1918), 252 Fed. 217. 

It is not by any means every utterance, however disloyal the speaker may 
thereby be indicated to be, that is covered by the Espionage Act, the Act cov- 
ers only utterances affecting the military or naval forces. United States v. 
Schutte, 252 Fed. 212. A strict application of the general rule that criminal 
statutes are to be strictly construed might conceivably lead to a conclusion 
opposite to the one reached in the principal case. The court felt warranted in 
upholding the indictment because of the relationship of the Red Cross and 
Y. M. C. A. organizations with the forces in the field, created and recognized 
by the President and the constituted authorities. The fact that the Red Cross 
is recognized by international treaties and its members are by the Treaty of 
Geneva of August 13, 1864, to be treated as neutrals when captured were deem- 
ed not to interfere with treating the organization as part of the military and 
naval forces of the United States. No doubt it will be a source of great 
satisfaction to most people that the circulation of such vicious lies as were 
repeated by the defendant in the principal case can be reached by criminal 
proceedings. 

Criminal Law — Power of Prosecuting Attorney to Enter a Nolle 
Prosequi. — Respondent was judge of' the Municipal Court of Chicago, and had 
about 400 cases for violation of the Sunday liquor law pending in his court, 
when the relator, the State's attorney of Cook County, proposed to enter a 
nolle prosequi in every one of the cases. The judge refused to allow this to 
be done, and the instant case was selected as a test case, the State's attorney 



